




23 June 2021

To whom it may concern,

Re: Objection to Planning Proposal of 31 Alidenes Road, Wilsons Creek

I am writing o to object to the planning proposal to amend Byron Local Environment Plan (LEP) 2014 as advertised on your website at: https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Services/Building-development/Planning-in-progress/LEP-amendments-planning-proposals-in-progress/Rezoning-31-Alidenes-Road-Wilsons-Creek.

I have chosen to buy property and reside away from suburbs and busy streets. The proposed development will permanently impact on the peaceful and idyllic nature of my neighbourhood.

There are four key areas where I will be permanently impacted by this development:

1. Character and size of development 
The proposed 15 lots earmarked for the development are a very large number of dwellings to put into such a small parcel of land, less than 13 hectares. This bulk scale and character of the development are not consistent with the existing development in this area. 

This is especially the case once creek path and flood zones, riparian buffers, sewerage, driveways, power and other facilities are factored in. The development will resemble a residential estate, which is absolutely NOT in keeping with the lifestyle opportunities I have come to know and enjoy. 

Plus, there is no guarantee that these lots won’t be further sub-divided and 30 dwellings end up on the development. Illegal dwellings are also a possibility.

I have seen from the first building recently built on this land that the landowner/developer has zero regard for the character of the precinct. They have built a brick building that doesn’t match in style or form with any of the other building within the precinct. Furthermore, the building has been occupied by tenants that similarly have little regard for neighbours, playing loud music affecting the ambience of the community and adding four vehicles’ worth of road movements to Alidenes Road.
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2. Destruction of peaceful and idyllic nature of neighbourhood
Following on from the previous point, such a development with (at least) 15 dwellings in a concentrated area would permanently impact on the peaceful and idyllic nature of the neighbourhood. I enjoy an excellent quality of life because I have chosen to live on a price of land that in large enough to enjoy the lifestyle benefits the natural environs offer while being far enough from the neighbours to not be affected by noise and road movements. 

Despite the distance from neighbours, many residents share a similar set of values when it comes to the peaceful enjoyment of nature. In fact, Wilsons Creek and Environs recorded an objection rate of 99% to coal seam gas mining, the greatest objection recorded in Byron Shire. Something that impacts on the natural beauty of our community is taken very seriously.


3. Traffic movement and road safety
In addition to this, there is a blind curve on Wilsons Creek Road as you approach the Alidenes Rd turn-off. This turn has seen many a near accident as cars travel at speeds in excess of 80-100 km/h on this stretch of road and have to slow down suddenly to make the turn. There are no signage, mirrors or safety mitigations at the intersection or leading up to it. 

In reference to the Traffic Impact Study prepared by Ardill Payne (August 2018), I reject a number of its findings and refer to the NSW Transport Road Safety Page (https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au), which says travelling at 100km/h requires 42m reaction distance and total stopping distance of 84m. Turning right at the intersection of Alidenes and Wilsons Creek Roads, the visibility is less than 45m viewing west. The turn has to be handled in a particular way. To maximise visibility, you have to enter as far right as possible as visibility is reduced to a few metres from the centre line. As it is dangerous to stop at the intersection, you virtually have to overshoot Alidenes Rd in order to turn safely into it.

The proposed car movements will significantly increase this dangerous turn for cars on Wilsons Creek Road and especially Alidenes Road where 90% of the car movements will take place. This cannot be corrected unless the bend is removed from Wilsons Creek Road. Vegetation removal will not remedy the issue. Introduction of signs on a dark road will not remedy the issue. Simply put, Alidenes Road is not safe for increased traffic movement. It cannot cope with a 100% increase in traffic movement from either a car or a pedestrian standpoint.

The map layout shown in the study does not represent an accurate depiction of the angle of Alidenes Road when entering from Wilsons Creek Rd. It is not a T-intersection but rather a U-intersection attached to a dangerous bend. In terms of accident history, a young man was killed on Wilsons Creek Road approximately 100 metres from the intersection in June 2019. 

I dispute adequate public transport in the study. There is zero public transport. Creating a suburb without transportation and infrastructure is irresponsible. It increases car movements, disrupts the existing community and is not environmentally viable. A cycleway or footpaths have not been included in the planning to support a proposed growing neighbourhood.

Many of my neighbours have children who have to walk to the corner of Alidenes and Wilsons Creek Roads to catch the bus in the mornings and back again in the afternoons. Alidenes Rd has no dedicated pedestrian access to any available public transport. Alidenes Road has three causeways without pedestrian footpaths. Cars entering causeways from either direction leave no space for school children to walk. I have cited dangerous situations with children walking on Alidenes causeways with cars crossing both ways and not stopping to allow the children to pass safely. 

The lack of maintenance of verges on both Alidenes and Wilsons Creek Roads force children and pedestrians to walk on the roads. The development proposal could see an increase in the number of children to a further 30 walking dangerously on the roads twice a day in the morning and afternoon.

As mentioned above, the dwelling that exists on the development has added four extra vehicle’s worth of road movements to the precinct. A development with at least 15 dwellings on it could very well double the total number of road movements within the precinct adding to the existing dangerous conditions of Alidenes Rd and the intersection with Wilsons Creek Rd.


4. Riparian zones and Yankee Creek mismanagement
There are a number of riparian zones within the development and Yankee Creek snakes its way through many parts of the development. If mismanaged, further degradation of the zones and Yankee Creek will occur. Supported by communication between Byron Shire Council Land Use Planning Coordinator Alex Caras and the development proponent dated 31 March 2020, placing 15-30 dwellings with an increase of 60 to 120 people and 30 to 60 cars does NOT represent responsible development for Yankee Creek. It will only serve to add to the existing issues.

Consultation around Yankee Creek only seems to consider major 1 in 100 years flooding events, but I know the creek to break to have broken its boundaries at least every 10 years causing much of the surrounding land to go underwater or become sodden for days at a time. The four-acre triangle block at the corner of Alidenes and Wilsons Creek Rd floods to the point that at least half of its area is unusable or inaccessible. This triangle block is immediately adjacent to the development. 

Without proper management and further studies and consultation, it’s quite possible much of the development and dwellings and infrastructure including sewerage would be affected by major flooding and possibly more frequently than anticipated. Developing in a flood prone area increases pressure on government service when it needs to be reduced. This is more likely the case now that La Niña weather patterns will bring about cooler and wetter weather in coming seasons.

Yankee Creek flows onto other water courses including Mullumbimby Creek. Improper sewerage management and maintenance of the waterways could see the possible creation of a rollover impact on other creek and river systems in the area.


For the reasons listed above and with nearly a 100% unanimous objection from my neighbours adjoining and surrounding the development, I request:
· you reject the planning proposal.
· you resolve that the intended number of lots is reduced to no more than five.
· provide timely and comprehensive communication with residents about potential developments that will permanently affect the peaceful and idyllic nature of the neighbourhood.

Disappointingly, a recent letter from Council was the only notice I received about this development despite documents dating back to 2018.

Thank you for your time and consideration. If you would like to discuss the matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me.


Yours sincerely,
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